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Outreach Program at  
Daet, Camarines Norte
In cooperation with the Provincial Veterinary Office of the Province of Camarines 
Norte (CN), the PSAS held a Training Seminar on Animal Health Management 
at Paseo de Bienvenido, Mantagbac, Daet, Camarines Norte last 15 May 2015. 
Forty seven farmers, farmer-entrepreneurs, and livestock technicians attended 
the Seminar. They represented the LGUs of different municipalities of the 
province, Swine Raisers Association of CN, Samahan ng Magsasaka and Meat 
Processors of CN. The Acting CN Provincial Veterinarian, Dr. Ronaldo U. Diezmo, 
was on hand to welcome the trainers and participants alike. 

Dr. Amado “Dong” Angeles, Deputy Director of the Animal and Dairy Sciences 
Cluster (CA, UPLB) shared knowledge on “Animal Nutrition: Principles and 
Practice”. After which, Dr. Rio John T. Ducusin, Assistant to the Dean of the CVM 
(UPLB), talked about “Advances in Animal Health”. Then, Mr. Jose “Joe” Canaria, 
Senior Science Research Specialist and Head of CBEDD (PCC at UPLB) also 
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Outreach Program/ from page 1

presented practical insights into “Estrus Synchronization and 
Climate-Smart Feed Budgeting.”

Feedbacks from the participants were positive – they were 
impressed, thankful for the updates and the know-how shared 
with them that, not only are useful in the farm setting but also, 
“pampalakas at pampatatag ng loob na ipagpatuloy ang pag-
aalaga ng mga hayop”. The participants also asked if this type 
of Training Seminar may be made a regular activity. 

Dr. Jezie A. Acorda took the opportunity to invite the participants 
to become members of the PSAS, and join us at Palawan for our 
52nd Scientific Seminar and Annual Convention this October. 
Moreover, he introduced the PJVAS to the audience in line with 
their thirst of knowledge about local researches and updates 

related to animal and veterinary sciences. A 5-volume, 10-issue 
complimentary copy of the Philippine Journal of Veterinary 
and Animal Sciences was also turned over to Dr. RU Diezmo.

To cap the Outreach Program, the PSAS team headed to 
the nearby farm of Mr. Jose Maligat at Sta. Rosa Sur, Jose 
Panganiban, Camarines Norte. Here, some female buffaloes 
were gathered for determination of estrus and optimal time 
for artificial insemination. Mr. Canaria facilitated the activity, 
with assistance from the PSAS team (including Drs. JA Acorda, 
RJ Ducusin, AA Angeles and LS Flores).

Overall, the activity was a success, and PSAS hopes to continue 
to assist colleagues in the field for the improvement of our 
animal industry. (-LSF-)
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Dr. Carmencita D. Mateo is currently a Professor Emeritus at the 
University of the Philippines, under the College of Agriculture, 
and affiliate professor and graduate faculty of the Department 
of Veterinary Clinical Sciences, College of Veterinary Medicine, 
UPLB. She earned her DVM and MSc in Animal Science degrees 
from the University of the Philippines in 1969 and 1971, 
respectively; and her PhD from the University of Missouri 
Columbia, USA in 1980. She is a lifetime member of the 
Philippine Society of Animal Science since 1971.

Dr. Mateo has a unique position of being a licensed veterinarian 
AND a licensed agriculturist. She embodies the true spirit of 
PSAS in merging the two closely related fields. Recently, PSAS 
Dispatch sat down with Dr. Mateo to more know about this 
esteemed lady-figure in our midst.

PD: How did your involvement with PSAS start?
CDM: “I was a fresh MSc graduate when I was first invited to 
present a scientific paper to the September 1971 Scientific 
Seminar and Annual Convention of PSAS. And surprisingly, I won 
the Best Paper in Veterinary Medicine! That encouraged me to 
join the group. So, when I went back the following year to accept 
my trophy and certificate, I applied and paid for my Lifetime 
Membership. I have been with PSAS ever since.” 

PD: What roles have you played in the PSAS 
throughout the decades? 
CDM: “Aside from being a Lifetime Member, I was elected as one of 
the Council Members in 1988 that started my direct involvement 
in the Governing Council. And then I was elected as the Society’s 
Auditor for the next four years. 

I am proud to be the first elected woman Vice-President and 
President-elect of the PSAS (1993). The field of animal science 
has been dominated by our male counterparts; thus, it is quite an 
achievement to be acknowledged and made to lead the group. 
That was a pivotal moment for the Society that has led to the 
recognition of the capabilities and leadership quality of other 
equally excellent lady-veterinarians and lady-animal scientists 
who were elected to the highest office since then. I could say that 
that was also one of my high points in the Society. I would like 
to believe that during this time, the camaraderie and solidarity 
between the gentlemen and the ladies within the Society were 
reinforced. This time also saw the printing of the first PSAS directory 
of the then-active members and these were distributed to the 
members during the Annual Convention. With Dr. Libertado Cruz 

Interview with Dr. Carmencita D. Mateo

as my VP, we were able to produce the Convention Proceedings, 
the PJVAS, and the PSAS Dispatch issues. Moreover, we did various 
Outreach Programs in and around Southern Luzon. I enjoyed 
those years in the Governing Council as I saw how active PSAS 
members were and the team work was very much alive.”

PD: How did PSAS help your professional growth in 
the Animal Science industry?
CDM: “The first Award [Best Paper in VM in 1971] that I mentioned 
not only encouraged me to join the Society but it also spurred me 
to continue with research. This seed that the Society implanted in 
me started my active pursuit of scientific research, especially after 
my PhD studies in the US. Since my return to the country, I have 
completed 53 researches in various fields of animal nutrition and 
animal health. In the course of my researches, I have collaborated 
with different funding agencies, animal science key leaders, 
and students (from undergraduates to PhD), most of whom are 
connected in one way or another to the PSAS.
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My researches have centered on nutritional and economic 
evaluation of feeds, energy grain sources, protein feeds and 
common feedstuffs for poultry, swine and aqua production. The 
results of my researches on these were used as information on the 
feeding values of alternative major feed resources, established the 
efficacy of imported common feed additives, as well as used as 
guide for poultry and livestock raisers on the use of these products 
in animal production.

In animal health, my researches were on the importance of 
traditional herbal medicine (i.e. kakawate, akapulko, makabuhay, 
ipil-ipil, betel nut, etc) as cheaper alternative to conventional 
medicine for animal health. 

The researches spewed out twenty nine refereed papers (20 local 
and 9 international publications), 25 popular articles, 4 technical 
bulletins and 25 abstracts in scientific proceedings.

PD: You have been conferred numerous Awards 
throughout the years. Which do you consider the 
pinnacle of your awards? 
CDM: “It would be the latest one – the 2014 National Research 
Council of the Philippines’ Lifetime Achievement Award in 
Veterinary Medicine. That would cap all the other Awards bestowed 
upon me by various professional bodies and organizations.”

PD: What challenges and obstacles have you 
encountered in your professional life, and how did 
you surmount them?
CDM: “I looked at the challenges as positive things that helped 
me mold into what I am today. The challenges then, during my 
stint as President, were in dealing with different agencies, how to 
work effectively around gentlemen, and how to coordinate with 
different people. I also needed to oversee what needs to be done, 
and to do it well and to do it fast. Another challenge then, which I 

think is a constant challenge for every Governing Council, is how 
to get funds to enable the Society to do its functions. The staging 
of Annual Convention, printing of the PJVAS and doing outreach 
programs are not inexpensive; thus, there must be a way for these 
to be funded.

To overcome these trials, I have to rely on my values, draw strength 
from my family, and pray. I would like to believe that I have 
surpassed those trials by channeling my energy to my work. These 
trials actually made me work harder as a researcher, teacher and 
administrator. 

PD: What do you hope for the PSAS and her members?
CDM: “I hope that the PSAS continue to lead the veterinarians and 
animal scientists to go international in research collaborations 
and more modern technology. At the same time, we have to know 
how to make our research results simpler so that the farmers can 
relate to it, afford the application and apply these on their own 
livestock.

My advice to the younger generation is to become aware of the 
needs of the industry by attending conventions, reading scientific 
journals, and communicating with colleagues. Young scientists 
should also be interested in order to identify and acknowledge the 
problems and needs of others. And appropriate actions should be 
taken to help them. Moreover, be part of the solution by proposing 
and innovating possible solutions to make us more competitive in 
the ASEAN picture.”  (-LSF-)
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Awardees from the PSAS Roster
The PSAS Governing Council recognizes the achievements of 
Dr. Ceferino P. Maala (CVM, UPLB) and Dr. Cesar C. Sevilla (CA, 
UPLB) for being conferred the Professor Emeriti status by the 
University of the Philippines. Their contribution to the fields 
of veterinary medicine and animal science, respectively, were 
officially recognized. Both esteemed colleagues have served as 
Presidents of PSAS. And they have taught as Professors at the 
University for at least 35 years.

Furthermore, Dr. CP Maala was elected Academician to the 
National Academy of Science and Technology, conferment of 
which will be on the 9th of July, 2015.

Hooray for these latest achievements! 
(-LSF-)

Around the Pasture 

Dr. Cesar C. Sevilla Dr. Ceferino P. Maala

Invitation from the Visayas Chapter
The Visayas Chapter of PSAS would like to invite everyone to their 33rd Chapter Annual Scientific Seminar and Workshop at Jj’s 
Seafood Restaurant, Tagbilaran, Bohol on the 4-6 August 2015. The theme for this year is “Development of our Indigenous 
Resources Towards Globalization and Environmental Challenges”. (-LSF-)

A&A Plaza Hotel: The Official Venue for the 52nd SSAC
Last 13th of April 2015, Ms. Christine Arcin I. Bibay of A&A Plaza 
Hotel, Puerto Princesa, Palawan joined the Special Meeting of 
the PSAS Governing Council. Details related to the venue for 
the Convention were discussed and finalized. The contract of 
agreement between PSAS and A&A Plaza Hotel was signed 
with the latter as the venue of our 52nd Scientific Seminar and 
Annual Convention. A down payment check was also handed 
over to Ms. Arcin as part of the agreement. Thus, we are all set 
to make A&A Plaza Hotel the PSAS’ home for 4 days when her 
members come to convene on 21-24 October, 2015. 

See you there! 
(-LSF-)
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It’s barely four months before our 52nd PSAS Annual 
Seminar and Scientific Convention on 21-24 October 
2015, to be held at A&A Plaza Hotel, Puerto Princesa 
City, Palawan. We hope we are all preparing for this. 
Those who want to present papers and posters 
for competition, please take note of the 01 July 
2015 deadline. Those who will be presenting non-
competing papers, you have until 01 August 2015 
to submit your papers. We are also encouraging 
everyone to submit nominations for the different 
Standing Awards on or before 31 August 2015.

Those who are joining the educational tour, please 
specify which spot you would like to visit so we can 
help you make the necessary arrangements. If you 
are planning to go to places outside central Puerto 
Princesa City, like Underground River or El Nido, you 
have to reserve additional time. I hope you can also 
avail of the early promotional airfare packages.

See you all at one of the world’s top destinations, 
Puerto Princesa City, Palawan.

Jezie

President’s Nook  
A	Message	from	the	PSAS	President
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www.pjvas.org
is now online!

Visit our own webpage for journal articles,  
PSAS updates and more!
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